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The result of decades of research, Sumptuary Laws in Jewish Communal Regulations 

presents hundreds of regulations that deal with consumption of luxuries and show the 

Jewish community’s concern for the weak. These regulations represent legislation 

from communities all over the world and have been compiled from community 

records (pinkasim), libraries, and archives in Israel and abroad  

 

Prof. Rakover presents a broad and fascinating picture of the field of sumptuary 

laws: 

 Jewish communal regulations all over the world 

 Legislation concerning wardrobe, jewelry, festive meals, and so forth 

 Regulations to prevent embarrassment of the poor 

 Sumptuary laws in our time 

 The self-government of Jewish communities 

 Ways of enforcing the regulations 

 

A treasure trove for jurists, historians, sociologists, and folklorists 

 

Two volumes, 1340 pages 

 

 

Prof. Nachum Rakover, winner of the Israel Prize, AMT Prize, and former deputy 

attorney general is one of the most distinguished scholars in Jewish law. He has 

published dozens of books and studies in this field. 

 

For orders and more information: jlhs81@gmail.com 

 

mailto:jlhs81@gmail.com

