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One of the main projects of “The Jewish Legal Heritage
Society” (JLHS) is the “Jewish Law for Israel (Hok Le-Yisrael)”
Series. “Jewish Law for Israel” is a systematic and up-to-date
presentation of Jewish law indexed to Israeli law, with Jewish
law presented as a basis for legislation and judicial decisions.
Keyed, as it is, to Israeli law, the series is not theoretical,
abstract, or isolated from life. It rather clarifies legal principles
for implementation in legislation and jurisprudence.
Hok Le-Yisrael is based on the wealth of Jewish legal
literature ranging from its beginnings to the work of
contemporary scholars and jurists. It uses the Talmud
and the later literature as a unified legal edifice. To offer
adequate answers to the varying questions of life, Hok LeYisrael clarifies the foundations of Jewish law and its internal
logic. This is done by deriving general rules from the details
of Jewish law and applying the rules to new situations that
arise constantly.
Wherever Jewish law differs from Israeli law, Hok LeYisrael suggests an alternative solution based upon Jewish
sources. When there is a question of law with no answer in
Israeli law, Hok Le-Yisrael suggests a solution from Jewish
law.
The series serves both Torah scholars and secular legal
scholars, because its language and organization are clear
and modern. Lawyers can support their arguments with
the material offered in Hok Le-Yisrael, and it enables judges
to issue rulings based on sources from our heritage, as
required by the Foundations of Law Act of 1980. Moreover,
the legislature can use Hok Le-Yisrael to adopt principles of
Jewish law.
Each of the studies involves many years of effort. Each
research project culminates in a comprehensive volume that
covers its subject from its origins to modern times.
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